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SURVEY OF CUSTODIAL INTERROGATION PRACTICES 

 

Date: ____________________ 

Department name   

Address   

  

E-mail address and telephone:   

Responding officer’s name, rank and job title   

  

Years with department __________ 

Number of your department’s sworn officers   

1. Does your department electronically record the interviews of suspects who 
are in custody in some felony investigations, from the Miranda warnings 
until the end of the interviews?   

 

2. Please list the kinds of cases or felonies your department makes custodial 
interview recordings from Miranda to the end. 

 

3. With what frequency are recordings made in those cases?   
 
  ___ All ___ More than half ___ Less than half 

 

4. If your answer to 3 was not All, please explain the factors that determine 
whether a recording is made. 
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5. How many years has your department followed this practice?     

 

6. Does your department use audio, video or both?   

 

7. What rooms and equipment does your department have for recording 
interviews? 

 

8. Suspects’ knowledge that a recording is being made: 

  We tell suspects a recording will be made. 

 _____  We ask suspects to consent to a recording. 

  We do not ask or tell suspects of recording. 

  The equipment is in suspects’ view. 

  We have prominent signage about recording. 

  Other, please explain. 

 

9. What has been your department’s overall experience with recording entire 
custodial interrogations?  Narrative examples are particularly helpful.   

 

 

 

 

10. In your experience, are suspects likely to be less cooperative if they know 
or believe they are being recorded?  Please explain your answer. 
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11. Has recording affected or changed your officers’ techniques in questioning 
suspects?  If so, please explain. 

 

 

12. Do your officers later review recordings for any of the following purposes:  

   To observe suspects’ responses, body language, etc. 

   To determine if important questions were not asked. 

   So officers can improve their interrogation techniques. 

   As a teaching device for other officers and detectives. 

   To assist in preparing reports.   

   Other – please explain. 

 
 

13. Does your department have written regulations relating to recording 
custodial interrogations?  ______.  If so, please return a copy with your 
completed survey. 

14. Please provide names and confact information of law enforcement 
agencies that record full custodial interrogations. 

 

 

We sincerely appreciate your help.  Please return the completed survey to: 

Thomas P. Sullivan   Jenner & Block LLP 
Andrew W. Vail    353 N. Clark St. 
   (312) 923-2928    Chicago, IL  60654 
   tsullivan@jenner.com  


