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Wicklander-Zulawski Completes Illinois Lead Homicide Investigator Training Seminar 

 

Downers Grove, IL – September 01, 2011 – Wicklander-Zulawski & Associates, Inc. (WZ), a world leader 

in interview and interrogation training services for federal agencies, law enforcement organizations and 

private corporations, announced today the successful completion of the first state mandated seminar for 

Lead Homicide Investigators. The WZ’s new 5-day course was presented last week with rave reviews from 

35 officers and detectives at the Southwestern Illinois Law Enforcement Commission (MTU-14) in 

Belleville, IL.  

 

One of the participants commented:  "If this was the heavy-weight boxing championship of the world, this 

class would be a first-round knock-out!" Another said, “Instructors teaching this class have extensive 

experience in Illinois. Very credible!” 

 

WZ developed their 40-hour Lead Homicide Investigator program in early 2011 to address the mandated 

training requirement for lead investigators of death and homicide investigations. The Illinois Law 

Enforcement Training & Standards Board has approved the WZ course to meet the 40-hour course 

requirements of Illinois Public Act 96-1111 (SB 3491). Illinois Officers who complete this training program 

will be issued a certificate by the State and may be assigned as Lead Investigators in death and homicide 

cases.  

 

“This comprehensive seminar provides instruction in investigating and prosecuting death cases from the 

start of the investigation through evidence collection, autopsy, suspect interviews, press conferences, and 

trial testimony”, said Shane Sturman CFI, president of Wicklander-Zulawski.  "The course was purposely 

designed to provide instruction from subject matter experts from the Side of the Badge to the Side of the 

Scalpel to the Side of the Gavel".  

 

“This is the only program of its kind to feature three Illinois-based law enforcement professionals with 

unsurpassed experience and credentials”, added Sturman. WZ instructors are: 

 

Lou Tessmann CFI, is a seasoned homicide detective, ex-Commander of the elite Lake County 

Major Crimes Task Force and former Deputy Chief of the Waukegan (IL) Police Department. Lou 

has conducted thousands of interviews and interrogations and has obtained over 80 homicide 

confessions during his 25-year career. 

 

Jeff Pavletic is the current First Assistant State’s Attorney in Lake County, IL. He has over 20 

years of extensive trial experience includes over 150 jury trials with a concentration in prosecution 

of homicides and violent crimes. 

 

Dr. Manuel Montez, MD is a forensic pathologist and lecturer with 16 years of experience. He is a 

Lake Forest (IL) based physician and a recognized expert in crime scene forensics, autopsy, and 

death certifications.  

 

Two more programs are currently scheduled at the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy's new Homeland 

Security Education Center at the College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, IL for 09/19-23 and 10/31-11/04.  

  

About Wicklander-Zulawski 

Wicklander-Zulawski and Associates, Inc. is an internationally recognized firm established in 1982. The 

company provides Interview and Interrogation training, Loss Prevention, Consulting, and Investigative 



services to private companies and public law enforcement, military, government, and diplomatic markets. 

The firm’s services enable their clients to employ a wide range of strategies to elicit relevant information 

and obtain sustainable admissions more often and quicker than alternative approaches. Their unique non-

confrontational communication techniques eliminate conflict between interviewers and their subjects, and 

have proven to reduce objections and denials. WZ also supports the Certified Forensic Interviewer (CFI) 

designation, the premier certification standard for interviewers, backed by an independent organization.  

 


